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& They ſhall. beat their Sonde into ploughſhares, and their ſpears into 
pruning-hooks: Nation ſnall not lift up the ſword againſt nation, neither 
Mall they learn war any*more.” IsaIAn. 

Oh for a lodge in ſome vaſt wilderneſs, 
Some boundleſs contiguity of ſhade, ; 

Where rumour of 2 and deceit, 0 
Of unſucceſsful or ſucceſsful war, 

Might never reach me more. My ear is pain d, 
My foul is fick with ev'ry day's report 

Of wrong and outrage with which earth is fill'd, 
There is no fleſh in man's obdurate heart: 

It does not feel for man; the natural bond 

Of brotherhood is ever'd as the flax 

That falls aſunder at the touch of fire.”  CowPper, . 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE outlines of the following Sermon were- 
compoſed on the afternoon preceding 

the Faſt, and the ſubſtance of it delivered on 
the enſuing morning, without the moſt diſtant 
idea of its ever meeting the public eye. Its 
appearance in print is entirely owing to the 
earneſt ſolicitations of ſome friends who heard it, 
It is now almoſt impoſſible, for a man whoſe 
compoſition is from neceſſity plain and un- 
adorned, if not incorrect, to offer any well- 
meant effort as a teſtimony of his eſteem to 
the circle of his own friends (and out of that 
circle the Writer of this Sermon has no deſire 
to find a ſingle reader), without experiencing 


the utmoſt ſeverity which the laſh of ſnarl- 
ing 


| (bv, ) 

ing critics can inflict, In the full expectation 
of this, the Wrirer eonfotes himfelf with che 
thought, that in gratifying the wiſh of friends, 
the mind feels a Pleaſure,” which, more than 
oounterbalances tlie pain that arifes from the 
cenſure of ſtrangers. | 

The articles thrown into Notes, formed a 
part of the original plan of the Sermon, but 
were omitted in the delivery, and are printed 
in this form, that the Sermon printed may bear 
as great a reſemblance ko thit preached, as A 
ſermon delivered exrempore wal cath, | 


Jaxcarca-Row, , 


un all 
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Py. ——_ in * century "IF been more 

. Intereſting to, this country, than the preſent. 
If we look back to the laſt two years, the review is 
peculiarly affecting: We have loſt little, if any, mort 
of fifty thouſand of our countrymen, and ſpent an 
immenſe ſum of money, which has produced to us 
no one advantage, either political, commercial, or 
religious. If we look forward, the clouds of our 
political hemiſphere wear an unfavourable and low- 
ering aſpect; and unleſs. we experience the ſpecial 
interpoſition of divine Providence, that little cloud, 
Which now appears no larger than à man's hand, 
may burſt upon us in @ great rain. All who ſeri- 
ouſly reflect 10 the events which have taken place, 


'# En 


3 and 


1 6 ] 
and form juſt calculations of thoſe which are in 
proſpect, ſeem powerfully impreſſed with an idea 
that our ſituation is truly critical. 

It is nevertheleſs very doubtful, whether this 
gloomy appearance of public affairs, has yet made 
that kind of impreſſion upon the minds of the Pub- 
lic at large, as to be productive of any eſſential 
advantage. There are too many who never diſcern 
the hand of God, either in mercies or judgments, 
and who conſequently . derive. no inſtruction from 
them“. Neither the appointment, nor the moſt 
ſerupulous obſervance. of ſuch days as theſe, will 
evince that the natioh is either inſtructed or hum» 


bled by adverſe providences ; becauſe days of falt- 


ing and prayer have become a cuſtomary appendage 
to ſeaſons of war and deſolation, and are too often 


_ enjoined from motives, and attended to in a mannet, 


which, to lay the very beſt, beſpeak a form of god - 
lines without the power of It f. When a nation is" 


-  gvilty of ſuch folly, it may Juſtly be addreſſed in 
| the language of ſevere reprobf, uſed by an ancient 


prophet againſt a people, who too often exemplified 
the fact of which I am now ſpeaking : I ir juch 


4 faſt that ¶ bave' choſen *''2 day for a nan i afflitt 
bis fan!? is it tu boco down his head as a bulruſb, and 


te ſpreud ſackcloth and aſhes ander bim? Wilt tboa call 
this'a faſt;. and an arcepiabl' day to the Lord ? Is not 


this the fal wbich I bave cboſen? to logſe the bands of 


Es 40 r _ Ny 3 * tt * 12 


1 NXVL, 1 11. iii. 5. 
| 1 7 4 19,1 7X © +4 Pig 3 


pots preſſed 


4 


15 9 | 
preſſed go free, that ys break every yoke 7" I it not to 
deal thy bread ta the hungry, and. that thou bring the 


| peer that are caft eut-to thy houſe ? When bon. feaſt the 
naked, that thou cover bim, and that thou bide not . 
ſelf from tbins on eb . 


The words of my text were occaſioned by the i 1. 
carnation of the promiſed Meſſiah, an event which 


had been predicted and propheſied of, all through 
the Old Teſtament, and which the patriarchs and 
prophets anticipated, by that faith which produces 
unſpeakable joy and pleaſure. It was accompliſhed 
at a time, when peace reigned through all the known 
world. The language of the text, and the event 
which it celebrates, are therefore both applicable 
to the period of time in which they took place. 
The perſons to whom the glad tidings of à Saviour 
born are here announced, are not wiſe and learned 
philoſophers, nor yet the neble and honourable of 


the earth; but a company of poor ſhepherds, who 


were watching their flocks by night. Juſtly does 
the ſcripture ſay, Thou baſt hid theſe things from the 
wiſe and prudent, and baſt revealed them to babes. Even 


Jo, Father ; for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight . And 


again, Not many wiſe men after the fleſb, nos many 


mighty, nos many noble, are called: But God hath choſen 


the fooliſb things of the world to. confound the wiſe z 
and God bath choſen: the weak things of the world to 
. the ab which ave mighty $. The fy han 


1 Ifa. n. * + John, vii 56 ÞT 1 xi, 275 26. 
$ 1 Cor. i. 26, 27. 2 a. 
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ho exult ſo 16udly in this glorious tranſattion are 


angels, No envy rankles in their celeſtial boſoms, 
becauſe ſuch: aſtoniſhing favour is ſhewed unto the 
human race, an inferior claſs of beings; while thoſe 


of their own order, who kept not their firſt eſtate, 
| "are reſerved in everlaſting chains, under darkneſs, unto 
the judgment of the great day *. Oh that Chriſtians 
would learn of thoſe heavenly choriſters, the com- 
| mendable and diſintereſted practice of 2 in 


che good of others * 
On the firſt hearing this beautiful and eainfporting 


| paſſage of ſcripture, you were probably led to think 
i irrevelant to the preſent occafion,, If I had 
thought ſo, I would not have offered it to your con- 


fideration, But I am almoſt perſuaded, that on a 
cloſer attention to it, you will be convinced that it 
is capable of affording ſuitable and inſtructive re- 
flections. The deſolating ſword has long been un- 
ſneathed; it ſays not yet, that it is enough. It not 
only threatens to make new ravages in the enſuing 
ſeaſon, but to bring them nearer to our own borders. 
Uader the moſt diſtant apprehenſion, admitting 
only a mere probability, of feeling any of thoſe ca- 
lamities which this cruel ſcourge draws aſter it, we 
ſhall find the greateſt reaſon to lament that all the 
obligations and duties of the Goſpel of peace have 


been ſo long violated by hoſtile conflicts, and earry 


the mind forward in the expectation of that happy 
8 8 when pit Arif and contention | ſhall ceaſe, 


* Jude 6, 


and 


T% 8 
and men change the inſtruments of war for thoſe of 
huſbandry, If then we are led into ſuitable ideas 


of the Chriſtian religion —if we feel the obligations 


it lays its profeſſors under—if we deſire the full ex- 
tent of its bleſſedneſs to be ſpread over all nations, 
let us unite with the angels in the words of the text, 
Glory to God in the bighef, and on earth peace, _ will 
towards men. 

-- Firſt; We learn from this Deen, the leading 
features of the Goſpel diſpenſation, that diſpenſation 
which is the grand effect of the united exertions of 
all the divine perfections. 

Oh that I had a mind to conceive, a heart to 
feel, and a tongue to proclaim, the full glory and 
bleſſedneſs of the Goſpel ſcheme of man's redemp- 
tion! But, alas] an angel's mind is not adequate 

fully to comprehend the magnitude; nor an angel's 

tongue competent to celebrate the juſt praiſes, of 
this-ſtupendous work. While therefore it fills my 
mind with an admiration bordering vpon tranſport, 
with a warm and devotional gratitude to its gracious 
Author, and an ardent deſire to impreſs all your 
hearts with a deep and abiding ſenſe of its infinite 
beauty and importance; I feel my own impotence 
and inſufficiency, and am agitated by fear, left I 


ſhould eclipſe rather than unveil the glory of this 


goſpel of grace and peace, into which even the angels 
haye an ardent and unabating deſire to look “. 


1 Pet. I. 22, 


— 


| . 
I. One of the important ends which God pro- 
poſed to himſelf in the redemption of ſinners was 
his on glory. The text is nat merely an aſerip- 
tion of praiſe to Gad; but it is à declaration of his 
deſign to glorify himſelf by the revelation: of peace 
 »and-good will to man. It is, indeed, one of the moſt 
beautiful and prominent features of Chriſtianity, that 
while it brings pardon and grace to the ſinner in 
time, and promiſes glory in eternity, it amply pro- 
vides for the divine honqur. This truth is illuſtrated 
and confirmed in the Old Teſtament: The Lord hath 
redeemed Jacob and glorified himſelf in Iſraelꝰ. This 
| people hove 1 formed fur elf; they ſpall ſbew forth 
w praiſe}. The New Teſtament corroborates the 
Old. Jeſus Chriſt, who muſt neceſſarily have well 
underſtood all the objects of bis own. miſſion, ſtates 
this as one great end of it. Speaking of himſelf, in 
the character of be Sen of man, he ſays, (God is glo- 
rified in bim 4. And again, 1 have, glitified thee on 
earth; I have finiſbed the work which gba. gavel me to 
do d. The apoſtle Peter. alſo, who either learned this 
doctrine from his Maſter's owo-lips, or from the im- 
' mediate teachings of the Holy Ghoſt, who wonder- 
fully aſſiſted him after the day of Pentecoſt, ſpeaks 
of Cod being in all things glorified by -: Jeſus 
Chriſt I; and the apaſtle Paul ſpeaks of God as di - 
recting all which is done far the church to one great 
end, that we ſhould be 10 the praiſe of bis glory. | 


* Ifa. xliv. 23. + If. xlii. 21. I John, xiii. 31. 
$ John, xvii. 4. | x Pet. iv. 11. 
0 But 


1 
But how has God effected this great object, by 
the. Goſpel diſpenſation ? He bath glorified his wiſe 
dom in its contrivanet; there is not only an abound- 
ing. of wifdom* an prudener , but there is room 


to exclaim; O ibe depth of the riches both of the wij= © 


dum und knowltdie of Cod + | God has glorified his 
juſtice. and holineſs by inflifting the tremendous 
puniſhment of ſin upon Chriſt as a ſurety T. He 
has glorified his grace and love, in chooſing, adopt- 
ing, pardoningy and ſanctiſying his church in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt g. And he will continue to glorify 


himſelf in and by his people to all eternity. The 


redemption uf the church does not glorify one per- 
fection at the expence of another, but they all beau- 
tifully unite, and reflect a luſtre one upon the 
other. Mercy and truth art met together, rigbte- 


oufneſs and peace bave' kiffed each other l. And the 


reſult of this wonderful combination of the divine 


attributes in the ſalvation of ſintiers, is one united 
and eternal anthem of praiſez the theme of which 


is, Glory to Gud in the higbeſt. 

II. This gracious diſpenſation reveals the bleff= 
ing of peace with God. Man by nature is «carnal 
and ſenſual **, And conſequently his mind is enmity 
againſt God; for it is not ſubje# 10 the law of God, 
neither indeed can be ff. In thought, word, and 
deed, unconverted finners are uniformly hoſtile' to 
* Epheſ.i.8. + Rom. xi. 33. IIa. Iii. 4, 5, 6. 11. 
$ Epheſ. i. 3-—7. + | Pal. Kxxv. 106. Epheſ. ii. 2, 3. 
t Rom. viii. 7. | | * 


the 
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the truth, grace, and perfections of God. They 


are enemies by wicked works *., They are alienated 

from the life of God, through, the ignorance that is in 
them, becauſe of the blindneſs of the:beart f. And to 
add to their wretchedneſs, when their ſin and guilc 


is charged upon them, and the danger of periſh- 


ing in a ſtate of rebellion againſt the God of heaven 
is ſet before them, they make light of it, ſay they 
bave not Anned t, and aſk, Wherein ſpall we return? 
This is a portrait of human nature which contains 
many dark ſhades, its outlines are laid down in the 
ſcriptures by the pencil of truth, and he that draws 
a more favourable picture of the natural man 8 
makes it unlike the original. 

But let us look to the Goſpel - what are the glad 
tidings it announces? © Peace on earth.” An offend- 
ed God ſmiles, and offending ſinners are brought 
into a ſtate of friendſhip and peace. This great 
work. | is effected ſolely by the mediation of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, at whoſe birth the angels ſang the 


delightful truths contained in the text. Jeſus 


Chriſt is called the Prince of peace **. The apoſtle 
affirms, He is our peace, and hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us. Having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even the 


law of commandments contained in ordinances ; and that 


be might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cre/s, 


nee * DIY He And it is the in- 


Col. i. 21. + Epheſ. iv. 18. 1 Jer. ii. 38. || Mal. in. 7. 
$ x Cor. ii. 14. Ila. ix. 6. „ Epheſ. ii. 14— 16. 


6 | diſpenſable 


BE a 

Aippedlable duty of all Chriſtian miniſtes to employ 
themſelves inceſſantly, in preaching peace y Feſus 
Cbriſt . One of the paſſages juſt cited, not only de- 
clares our peace to come by Jeſus Chriſt, but points 
out the preciſe ground upon which it is effected: 
Not by any act of ours, but by the croſs, Chriſt be- 
came an offering for fin T. He reconciles us to God 
by his death f. Nor is it poſſible for us to feel 
that peace in our conſciences which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding . until we are truly acquainted with 
that reconciliation with God, which Chriſt has 
procured by his bearing ſin in his own body on the 
tree. And yet this doctrine of the croſs is very offen- 
| five, and appears fooliſhneſs, to all ſelf-righteous Pha- 
riſees J. And alſo to the feſply wiſdom © of all thoſe, 
who are beguiled /hrougb philoſophy, and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chriſt **, Oh the folly and ſin 
of thoſe profeſſors of religion, who {light the way 
ol reconciliation revealed in the Goſpel, and accom- 
pliſhed by the payment of ſuch an immenſe price H; 
and who vainly imagine they can make their own 
peace with God, and obtain manſions of glory by 
their good works, the beſt of which, when weighed 
in the balance of the ſanctuary, are found eſſentially 
defective, in the motives from whence they ſpring, 
the manner and ſpirit in which they are performed, 


Acts, x. 36. + Ila. lit r0. I Rom. v. 10. 
| I Phil. iv. 7. _ 4 1 Cor, i. 18. 23. q 2 Cor. i. 12. 
Col. ii. 8. If x Pet. i. 18, 19. 


„ | 
vnd the end to which they ate direfted. - On the 
_ contrary, how highly privileged the real Chriſtian, | 
who being juſtified by faith,” obtains peace with God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrifp*. A This man's religion 
Is not made up of a mere name, an orthodox creed, 
or an external ſhew of piety : But his conſcience 
feels the beneficial effects of peace on earth. He 
Foſſeſſes a ſerenity of mind to which the men 
of the world, and the hypocrites in Zion, are utter 
| ſtrangers +. His religion is e 1525 and 

Joy in the Holy Gbeſt Þ. | 
III. The Goſpel diſpenſation exctipliies Tehovat's 
good will lowards men. There is hardly any branch 
of dixine truth, hut either directly or indirectly, 
tends to conſpund the wiſdoni, and mortify the pride 
of thoſe wiſe and prudent diſputers of this world $, 
who ſet, up their on reaſon as à competent judge of 
the deep. things: of God , and not only undervalue 
and r eject, but make the Spirit's teaching and in- 
fluence the object of their contempr and ridicule ; 
notwithſtanding, to be led by ihe /piri{ of God, is one 
of the great evidences. of being the children of 
God **. God having manifeſted good will towards 
men, is an inſtance of ſovereign grace. In the Goſ- 
pel, no voice of mercy is heard to addreſs fallen 
angels, Not ſo much as a hint that Jeſus came 
to ſave them. No promiſes of pardon, or deliver- 
ance to encourage hope; but they are ſhut up in one 


C Rom. v. 1. + 11. xxvi. 3. 5 ii. 21. t Rom. xiv. 17. 
I Cor. i. 19, 20. I 1 Cor. ii. 10. Rom, viii. 14. 
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eternal night of darkneſs and defpafr. Ih this pleat: 
ing, this' tranſporting ſentence, good toil dards men, 
we not only fee 2 line drawn between fallen angels 
and fallen men, but hear the eternal God afſerting 
the ſovereignty of his grace, in language fimilar to 
Iwill have ner un whom I will have mercy, and 1 
will have compaſſion on whom I will have compaſhon T 
If chen the ſalvation of ſinful men is founded in the 
free favour and ſovereigu mercy of G64, the greateſt 
chrintan has nöthing wherell to glbry before the 
Lord. He ſnbuld frequently adreſs himſelf in fuch 
language as this, Who chadle me to differ, and what 
have I that 1 have not received? He mult aſctibe 
all his fpiritual bleinhgé to che fate ſource as Paul, 
Who wah once a perſecutor, and' a blaſphemer, an [- 
who, when he reflected upon tlie happy change he had 
experienced, exclaimel, By the” grace of God 1 am 
hr F am k. Hübe de wt and felt thst 8664 
will towards men, which the Lord has cxpretied in 
ſending his o- Son to ſave ſinfers? Are we brought 
our of dur ſinful ahd miſerable condition into a ſtate 
ol grace? Ate we evtfch&f with ſpiritual bleſſings ? 
Are we made the heits'of' erernal” glory? If de are 
thus privileged, let us remember we owe all to 
our keavetily Father's good-will, : | 

Let us then pauſe before we paſs to the ſecond 
head of difcoprſe. Let us reflect upon this wiſe, 
this gracious diſpenfaridn* of mercy to the human 
tate! Let us aktempr to ſcan” the height and 


Rom. ix. 155 f 1 Cor. iv. 79. f 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


C 2 | depth, 


„ 
depth, the length and breadth of that amazing love 
which induced the glorious Redeemer to viſit our 
earth in human nature. Let us call to remembrance 
the extenſive, the laſting obligations we are under 

to glorify God, with our bodies and our ſouls, which 
are both his, whoſe good = we have fo largely 
experienced. 

If we thus know and feel the bleſſings of this Goſ- 
pel, it is our duty to rejoice even in tribulation, io eye 
all human events as under the controlling influence 
of divine Providence; and in times of public cala- 
mity, view the riſing and wide - ſpreading ſtorm, not 
only without deſpair, but without the leaſt anxiety 
of mind, from a conſideration that God is our friend, 
our refuge, and our ſtrength*. The good man is 
ſure to reſt and ſtand in his lot at the end of the 
days+; his only concern, therefore, ſhould be to da 
the will of God, by acting in conformity to the let- 
ter and ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion, 

. Secondly : Having viewed the Chriſtian religion 
as delineated in the text, I ſhall proceed to ſhew 
what thoſe ought to be, and how thoſe ought to act, 
| who profeſs to believe it, and "lk under its in- 
fluence. 

As profeſſors. of Chriſtianity, we ſhould aim at 
the glory of God, be promoters of peace on earth, and 
live in the conſtant expreſſion of good will towards 
men. This is the law and the prophets, and as 
many as walk according to this rule, peace be on 


Pla. xlri. 1.4. , + Dan, xii.-13, 
| | | them, 


I 

them. The nature and deſign of the Goſpel diſpen- 
ſation, teaches us to be imitators of God“: To be 
followers of that which is good f. The ſame mind is 
to be in us, which was in Chriſt Jeſus J. And what 
was the tenour of his conduct while on earth? It 
was his meat and his drink to do the will, and con- 
ſequently to glorify God. He was a lover of peacez 
and when Peter, in the warmth of his zeal, would 
have defended his inſulted Maſter by force of arms, 
Jeſus ſaid to him, Put up thy fword into his place, for 
all "they that take the fword ſball periſh with the 
ſword d. He went about doing good, which is only 
another term for good will. He carried this divine 
temper to ſuch a height, that of the people who re- 


viled, ſcourged, and crucified him, he ſaid, Father, 


forgive them, for they know not what they do l. Let 
us alſo remember, that thoſe duties. which reſult 
from the nature of the Chriſtian religion, and which 


were ſo beautifully exemplified in the practice of our 


Divine Maſter, are ſeparately and diſtinctly en- 


joined in the word. In this ſecond head of diſcourſe - 


I ſhall enlarge upon the nature of theſe duties, and 
ſeriouſly urge the practice of them. 

I. It is the duty of all who profeſs the Chriſtian 

religion, conſtantly and in all things to aim at the 

- glory of God. Sin has fo debaſed the human mind, 

and corrupted all its powers, that all the actions of 


ungodly men are naturally and uniformly founded 


„Matt. v. 48. + 1 Pet: iii. 13 1 Phil. i. 5. 
$ Matt. xxvi. 52. Luke, xxiii. 34. 
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ia ſetf-love.. In all they do, either in civil 1ife; or 


in the church, the higheſt end propoſed by them is 
the gratification either of their d pride, or their 
felf-righteouſneſs,, and not unfrequently to promote 
their worldly intereſt, Hence, notwithftanding they 


profeſs to love and fear God, they are the exact op- 


polite of all that God requires of his profeſſing peo- 
ple, and which was ſtrongly urged upon the Jews 
in the following words: 1 will be ſerfified in them 
that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be 
Slorified*, To glorify God was one great end of 
man's creation: And belie vers are ſtrictly enjoined. 


by the apoſtle, Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or 


whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God, This is 
the very iſſue to which the Lord directs adverſe pro. 
vidences in the experience of individuals, churches, 


and nations. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the 


fires fe Call upon me in the day of trouble, will deliver 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me d. May the God of peace 
ſpeedily deliver us from the calamitous wat in which 
we are now engaged, and cauſe his own glory to 
ariſe out of it,» Surely-the wrath: of man” ſhall praiſe 
thee, the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain": 


But how is God glorified by his creatures? When 


they love, fear, and truſt in him. It is ſaid of Abraz 
ham, He ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God, through 
unbelief'; but was:/trong in faith, giving glory to God. 


Men glorify” God when they unfeignedly reverence 


„Lev. x. 3. + 1 Cor. x. 31. t- Ifa, xxiv. 1 5. 
5 Pal. I. 5. II Pal. Avi. 10. Rom. iv. 20. 
md 


E 
and adore him in his ordinances and worſhip. David, 
alter exhorting the believer to give unto the Lord the 


glory due unto-his name, immediately adds, Bring an 


Mering, and come inio his courts. O worſhip the Lord 
in the beauty of holineſs . And God himſelf conde- 
ſcends to ſay, - Whoſo offereth praiſe glorifieth me f. 
They glorify God who unreſervedly conſecrate thems 
ſelves to him: Te are not your own, for ye are bought 


with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in 


your ſpirit, which are God's F. When that grace 


which changes and ſanctifies the heart, operates 


powerfully to an abundant production of the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, God is glorified. This is evidently 
the language of Chriſt to his diſciples, Let your light 
fo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven d. And 
again, Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit |}. Once more, men glorify God when they lay 
themſelves out to promote the knowledge of God, 
and his ſalvation among thoſe who lie in Fs np 
and in the ſhadow of death. 

From what has been ſaid, it appears to be the 
indiſpenſable duty of all who profeſs the Chriſtian 


religion, to be jealous for, and aim to promote the 


glory of God. On examining how far we as a nation 
have collectively regarded this duty, I fear that the 


inquiry will turn out to our diſcredit, inaſmuch as 
it has been almoſt totally neglected. If we turn our 


Pal. xcvi. 8,9. + Pal. I. 1 5. t 4 Cor. vi. 20, 
Matt. v. 16. John, xv. 8. 


attention 
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attention to the moſt thoughtleſs and immoral part 
of the community (and I fear they are the largeſt 
number), we muſt perceive, that ſo far from having 
any concern for the glory of God, they have him not 
in all their thoughts. They are mere ſenſualiſts, 
who ſay to themſelves, Take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 
be merry *. There are too many of them infidels 
in judgment, and atheiſts in practice; living in all 
manner of ſin and wickedneſs, blaſpheming the holy 
name of God, prophaning his ſabbaths, treating the 
ſcripture and all the ordinances of Chriſtianity not 
only with indifference, but contempt. Surely, this 
part of the nation have neither known, nor imbibed 
any part of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, Let us then 
look where it is more natural to expect, that the 
glory of God is eſteemed and regarded as an ob- 
ject of the firſt magnitude, Yes, we will look 
to the externally moral, and devout profeſſors 
of religion. Surely, all, who bear the name, and 
profeſs to be the diſciples, of the lowly and be- 
nevolent Jeſus, imitate him in doing the will of 
| God, and glorifying him in all their ways. Alas! the 
| ſcene is truly diſcouraging. , On the one hand, the 
doctrines, the precepts, and the worſhip of God, 
are all corrupted and debaſed by the traditions of 
thoſe men, who, while they have wandered extremely 
wide of the ſimplicity and purity of the Goſpel, have 
totally loſt its favour and power. On the other, 
where the doctrines, precepts, and ordinances of 


* Luke, xii. 19. 1 
2 | Chriſ- 
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Chriſtianity are all tetaĩned unadulterated, ſtill the 
ſcene is diſttefling. So much formality, fo muck 
warldly-mindedneſs, ſo much kypocriſy, ſuch a pre- 
vailing love of pleaſure, and ſuch an indifference to 
all the more important branches of true religion, 
pervades profeffors of Every denomination, that, in- 
ſtead of glorifying God, they cauſe his name to be 
blaſphemed “, and the truth to be evil ſpoken of f. 


This is a gloomy, but it is à faithful picture of tbe 


profeſſing world. It is however conſiderably alle- 
viated, by the recollection that there are à few in our 
country, @ few names even in (our) Sardis, which 
baue not defiled their garments |. Theſe are living 
witneſſes, both of the truth and power of the Chriſ- 
tian religion; and by adorning the doctrine of God 
their Saviour, they put to ME; the gainſaying of 
fooliſh men. 


But thete are ſome mediums whereby God i is 


diſhotiovred, the fin whereof is more immediately at- 
tached to thoſe on whom is conferred the power and 
privilege of adminiſtering political inſtitutions. I 
ſhall ſelect three inſtances in which this remark - 
Plies to our own country. . 

1. God is greatly difhonoured by the Chriſtian 
religion being made an inſtrument to promote the 


views of intereſted men. The kingdom of Chriſt 


is not of this world & The Chriſtian religion has no 
one principle in it, which qualifies it for a political 


Rom ii. 24. +-2 Pet. ii. 2. 1 Rev. ul. 4. 
Jcharxvii. 36. | | 
OED > Wc: alliance. 
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alliance. Nor has a union of this kind ever been 
formed but from maxims of worldly policy. It is the 


device of crafty ſtateſmen, who uſe the name of re- 
ligion to promote political purpoſes, and not out 
of any real friendſhip either to religion or thoſe 
who believe and love ic: The union is unnatural, 
and debaſes Chriſtianity, inaſmuch as it gives op- 
portunity to men, who are totally deſtitute of di- 


vine knowledge, and have never felt the converting 
or ſanctifying power of grace upon their own hearts, 


to aſſume the office of miniſters, allured by the en- 
ticing charms of power, wealth, and honour: In 
the beſtowment of which, no regard is ſhown to 
merit“. It is never ſo much as thought of whether 

| | the 


FThe very unequal diſtribution of eccleſiaſtical revenues is a 
_ glaring defect in the eſtabliſhed church, and has long and juſtly 
been complained of, eſpecially by that part of the clergy on whom 
devolves the principal part of parochial duty. The abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of an alteration in this particular muſt appear evident to 


every impartial man- who attentively reads the adjoined ſtatement. 


It is an account of ten Curates in the country, moſt of them 
in Wales, who have lately been elected by the truſtees of Mr. 


+ freer ard s liberal donation to receive ten pounds each. 


The firſt column contains the names of the gentlemen, the 


4880 the number of their abjldrey, and the laſt the amount of 


their Jalariess. | 9.1.2 , 
| Names. ; | Children. L's per year. 
John Evans — m——_ — . 
eee eee 2 147 
John Jones — * 8 _ 25 
John Jones — . 6 3 
lames Marſhal!—— — 38 — 25 
Exan Meredith ——— — 6 13 
> | Rees 
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the candidate for a. cler preſermeat will take 


: » Names. WM PHE 7 Children. £'s per year! 
Rees Price nn — 7 — 30% 
James Rowlands —— — 9898 — 18 
John Stubbs SEW any 1 Hon $ — 2 8 
Evan Williams —— — an _ 4 5 


Suppoſing the mothers of theſe children to be alive, the reſult of 
the ſtatement is as follows: Theſe ten curacies yield 241 l. for the 
yearly ſupport of 8g perſons, which is not 21. 15s: for each in- 
dividual, or leſs than two-pence per day for their whole mainte-. 
nance. Read this, yt eccleſiaſtical drones, who, while lolliny g at your 
eaſe in the lap of plenty, ſhout No refarm, no reform Read this, 
and bluſh, that while you are baſking in the ſunſhine of clerical 
proſperity, abounding in wealth, rolling through the ſtreets in 
your ſplendid equipages, and ſame of you annually ſpending more at 
balls, routs, theatres, and card-parties, than the whole amount of 
the ſalary of theſe ten curates---Oh ! bluſh, to think that while 
you are thus living in ſplendour and faring ſumptuouſly every day, 
and ſcarce condeſcending to touch the burden of eccleſiaſtical 
duty with one of your little fingers, think how many curates in 
this country are almoſt ſtarved, or conſtrained, like paupers (not 
to their own diſgrace, but that of their ſuperiors), to live upon 
the charity of thoſe who are unable to ſee the wretched ſituation 
of theſe worthy men without an attempt to alleviate it. Though 
this note-is already long, I cannot ſuppreſs my inclination to' 
tranſcribe a remarkable caſe related i in the Obituary of the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine for Nov. 1793, page 1053. Oct. 30, died, 
“ in his 63d year, in the workhouſe at Deal, where he had been 
« with his wife and fix children, near two years, the Rev, James 
Atkins, who was reduced to the n eceflity of ending his days 
e in ſuch a degrading abode, by ſickneſs and an ill ſtate of health, 
« vhich rendered him unfit for ſerviag in the chapel at Deal, to 
* which he was ſome time a curate. He had received a libera 
education at one of our univerſities, and was a reſpectable ſcho- 
“lar; yet, though he had been 39 years in orders, a curacy was 
* the only means he ever had for the ſupport of himſelf and 
family. Theſe are facts which need no comment, they ipeak 
_ 8 

1 heed 


1 


- heed to himſelf and his doctrines , abiakes he 
will feed the flock over which he is made an over- 
ſeerr: Whether he would do the work of an evan- 
geliſt, and make full proof his -miniftry t, and be 
faithful unto death F. All theſe conſiderations are 
overlooked, while family connexions and parliament- 
ary influence are all in all. The effect too often is, 
that religion is diſgraced, its pragreſa obſtructed, 

= and the unbelief and ve. pragma of infidels de 

4 | ened and confirmed. 


v 2. God is greatly dimonoured, and his glory di- 
| | regarded, when by public authority a divine ordi- 

| ff nance is profaned and degraded by being appro- 

= priated to a uſe foreign to that for which it was infti- / 
it tuted; and by its being enjoined as a duty upon 


men whom God expreſoly forbids to approach on 
pain of the moſt awful conſequences to themſelves ' 
who when. they approach might juſtly be addreſſed 
in the words of the Lord to his ancient people the 
Jews, What haſt thou to do to declare my ftatutes, or 
that thou ſhouldeſt take my covenant into thy mouth! ſee- 
tng thou hateft inſtruction, and caſte my words behind 
bee. The reception of the Lord's Supper, as a 
mn qualification for civil and military offices, for the 
4 | purpoſe of ſecuring all places of truſt and emolu- 
4 ment under the gverament. to members of the 
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i eſtabliſhed church, is not only conſidered by Diſ- 
= ſenters as a; reflection upon the wiſdom and the 

wi Juſtice of the coun'ry, and as a great fin againſt 
p i * 1 Tim. av. 16. 11 pet. v. 2 t 2 Tim. iv. 5. 
5 4 Rex. ii. 10. I 1 Cor. xi. 28. 31. Pal. I. 16, 17. 
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God g but it is loudly complained o by: Church. 
men themſelves*.. __ 

3. The government of a country 3 Gad, 
wha it ſacrifices. the well-known and long»eſta- 
bliſned principles of juſtice and humanity, to the ur- 
gent pless of a crocked policy, and the temporal 
advantage of a few individuals, unto whom a, fair 
- compenſation might be caſily made in the caſe now 
alluded to. The principle, the mode, and the effects 
of the Slave Trade, have all received a free and 
ample diſcuſſion, and the groſs injuſtice and the 
harrid wickedneſs of the whole is demonſtrated in 
2 fulleſt manner. It includes a direct violation of 


„„ : 


0 „melee the a quotation from a faſt ſermon, 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Newton, of St. Mary Woolnoth, about 
12 years ago, has often been cited as containing a ſtrong deſcrip- 
tion of the fin of thus abuſing the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
yet 1 ſhall introduce it from a ſuppoſition that ſome readers may 
not have ſeen it, and becauſe it is the ſentiment of a gentleman 


who ean have no kind of intereſt in the queſtion of the abolitidn 


of the Teſt Laws: —“ As the caſe ſtands at preſent (ſays Mr. 
« Newton) we frequently ſee profeſſed infidels and | notorious 

* libertines approach the Lord's table as matters of courſe, and 
_ « proſtituting the moſt ſolemn ordinances of Chriſtianity to their 
« ambition and intereſt, The great number and variety of ap- 
i pointments civil and military, which cannot be legally poſſeſſed 
« without this qualifieation, render the enormity almoſt as com- 
© mon as it is heinous. If the Lord be a God of knowledge, he 
* cannot be deceived : If he be a God of holineſs, he will not be 


«© mocked. I fear we have been too long guilty of a contemp- 


„ tubus prophanation of the body and blood of Chriſt.“ The 
honour of religion, and the glory of God, are both e by 
the Teſt AQ. 


all 
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mental and corporeal wretchedneſs of the worſt 


„„ * 
all the obligations (human and divine) which we 
owe to our fellow- creatures. It entails upon them 


ſpecies. Its prominent features are theft and mur- 
der. For facts have been adduced in proof of theſe, 
by which it appears that one part of the inhabitants 
of a village or town have been murdered, and 
another part ſtolen, and the village itſelf devoted 
to n * From all theſe conſiderations/ it 


9 I ſhould be ſorry; i in —— my abhorrence of the cruelty 
and injuſtice of this traffic, to be guilty of the ſlighteſt exaggera- 
tion. That I have not will appear evident from the following 
quotation taken from a ſermon of the Rev. Mr. Newton's, preached 
at his own church, Feb. 28, 1794. On account of the paſſage 
baving been ſo oſten copied into different publications, I would 
willingly have reforted elſewhere for evidence of the truth of what 
I have ſaid, but I knew no one who had a more competent know- 
ledge of the ſubject, or in whoſe teſtimony we could place more 
ample confidence: Speaking of the Slave Trade, he ſays, “ I do 
not reckon this among our national ſins, becauſe I hope and 
<« believe a very great majority of the nation earneſtly long for 
ic its ſuppreſſion. But hitherto petty and partial intereſt prevail 
<& againſt the voice of juſtice, humanity, and truth. This enor- 
<-mity, however, is not ſufficiently. laid to heart. If you are. 
ec juſtly ſhocked by what you hear, of the cruelties practiſed in 
&- France, you would perhaps be ſhocked much more, if you could. 
« fully conceive, of the evils and myſeries inſeparable from this 
&« traffic, which E apprehend, not from hearſay, but from my own 


4 abſervation, are equal in atrocity, and perhaps ſuperior in num- 


e ber, in the courſe'of a ſingle year, to any or all the worſt actions 


e which have been known in France ſince the commencement of 


4 their revolution. There is a cry of blood againſt us, A cry 
% accumulated by the acceſſion of freſh victims, of thouſands, of 


dc ſcores of thouſands, I had almoſt ſaid of e, of thous 


« ſands from year to year. ' 


. | 1 appears | 
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appears but too evident, that though we are a peo- 
ple profeſſing the Chriſtian religion, by which God 

deſigned to glorify himſelf, that as a people we nei- 
ther ſtudy nor aim at his glory; but live and act too 
much in direct oppoſition to all the principles and 
duties of our holy faith. And if we thus walk con- 
trary to God, what can we expect but that he will 
walk contrary to us? 

II. Thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian religion would 
endeavour to promote : peace on earth.” They 
ſhould ſtand foremoſt among the peace-makers, of 
whom the Redeemer -ſays, they are bleſſed: Yea, 
they ſhall be called the children of God“. The 
diſpoſition I am now recommending to you as con- 
genial to the ſpirit of true religion, is of more im- 
portance perhaps than moſt profeſſors are aware; for 
when enjoined as a duty, it is connected with ſome 
of the moſt intereſting parts of religion, rightecuſ- 
neſs, faith, and charity f. The Quakers, .in conſider- 
ing every ſpecies of war as contrary to the letter and 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, are thought by ſome to be 
in a great error. Allowing it to be ſo, they err ſo 
much on the ſide of humanity, and their error has 
ſuch a beneficial tendency, that it would be a bleſſ- 
ing if all the governments of the world were in- 
ſtantly precipitated into it. 

1. Chriſtians ſhould be peace-makers in the fa- 
mily; the beauty, the ſtrength, the happineſs of 
families, reſult from their harmony and peace. Jo- 


* Matt, v. 9. | + 2 Tim. i. 22. . 
ſeph 


— Nn Fo 
= ſeph gave it in charge to his brethren, See thut . 
fall not out by the way *. And David highly com- 
mends the beauty of that family from whence diſ- 
cord is baniſhed - Bebold bow good, and how pira- 
fant it is, for brethren to dwell together in anitiy f.. 
2. The Chriſtian religion alſo teaches us to pro- 
mote peace in the church. The importance of be- 
lievers being at peace among tbemſelve t, may be in- 
ferred from the frequent and earneſt exhortations 
given to the churches on this head, The ſubſtance of 
the whole is comprehended in that given in Epheſ. 
iv. 3. endeav:uring to keep the unity of ihe ſpirit in the 
bond of peace. Our obligation to this duty is increaſed 
and ftrengthened by the remembrance of Chriſtians 
having one common intereſt in God, and being related 
to each other as members of the ſame body F. While 
24 the Scripture commends the peace: mater, it marks 
; the oppolite character with an odium, and towards 
2 them uſes the language of ſharp reproof : He that 
foweth diſcord among brethren, is one of the things 
which Solomon affirms are an abomination 10 the 
Lord l. And the apoſtle Paul is exceedingly pointed 
in his cenfures upon thoſe who ſound the trumpet 
of war and ſtrife in the ehurches. I be/eeib you, 
brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and offences, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye baue learned, and 
avoid them, for they that are ſuch ſerve not our 
Lord Jesus Chrift, but their own. bellies, and by good 


Gen. xlv. 24. 17 Plat. exxxiii. 1. 1 The v. 13. 
91 Cor, xii. 22. 21. Prov. vi. 18, 19. 


words 
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words and fair ſpeeches, deceive the hearts of the 
Semple"; 
3. Chriſtianity not only makes it our duty to re- 
18 the peace of our families, and of our churches, 
but it is a duty that we owe to the world at large, 


to attain a univerſal and an eſtabliſned peace on earth. 


It is not neceſſary for all men to be of one colour, 
to ſpeak one language, to profeſs one mode of reli- 
gious worſhip, or live under one form of government. 
Notwithſtanding the greateſt diverſity in theſe things, 
the duty of all the followers of the Prince of Peace is 
diſtinctly laid down in the following ſcriptures : 
Follow peace with all men f. If it be poſſible, as much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men }. 

4. There is one article more on which I ſhall 
more largely infiſt than either of the preceding. 
It is the duty of promoting the peace of that com- 
munity in which God has fixed the bounds of our 
| habitation. I will ſay to you what the prophet ſaid 


to the Jews of old, ſeek the peace of the city, and 


pray for it, for in the peace thereof ſhall ye have peace F. 
The interruption of ſocial harmony in a country, is 
indeed a tremendous ſcourge. Every kingdom divided 
againſt itſelf is brought to deſolation ||. Tf ye bite and 
. devour one another, take heed that ye be not conſumed 
one of another **, This evil is frequently inflicted 
upon a people, as a juſt puniſhment from God for 
their tranſgreſſions, It is threatened againſt Idumea, 


* Rom. xvi. 17, 18. F Heb. xii. 14, t Rom. xii. 18. 
$ Jer. xxix. 7 * ll Matt. xii. 25. 0 Gal. v. 15. 
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be ſhall Areteb aut upon it the line of confafion *. Civil 


war is an evil, the extent and magnitude of which 
was practically demonſtrated in this country during 
the laſt century; and the hiſtory of it ſtands as a 
beacon not only to warn, but alſo to direct thoſe 
who govern, and thale who are governed, in the 
paths of duty and jotereſt, The man who has at- 
tentively read the hiſtory of that perigd, and either 
directly or indirectly, takes any ſtep towards the is 
troduction of a ſcourge ſo ſubverſive of all ſocial 
happineſs, whatever be his tank or circumſtances in 
ſociety, muſt be as deſtitute of all human prudence 
as he is of moral reflection. 

Civil wars in general ariſe, either fram injuſtice 
and oppreſſion on the part of the great and opulent, 
or from ignorance and cauſeleſs diſcontent on the 
part of the poor and indigent. The duty therefore 
of ſeeking to pramate internal peace, is not the 
duty of one claſs of citizens only, but it is the duty 


. of all, To preſerve a country in peace, it is the 
duty of thoſe who govern to uſe every means and 


ſtrain every nerve to conciliate the eſteem, and metit 
the approbarion of the people at large, by a wiſe, 
Economical, and impartial adminiſtration of their 


reſpective gowets. 


A Whole nation is ane large family, ads 
whom the goverging powers ſhould act as a com. 
mon parent, directing every meaſure ta the ſecurity 
and Comlore of the whole; and as the Aga of 
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family is much promoted by its harmony, the pu- 
vent ſhould direct all his exertions to ſtrengthen the 
general bond of unity, by inſtroQting and reclaiming 
thoſe who have fallen into miſtakes and errors, and 
alſo by inquiring into, and redreſſing the cotriplaints 
of the unhappy and diſcontented; provided they are 
well founded; But if, inſtead bf thoſe marks of 
attention to the- intereſt and unity of the family, the 
patent manifeſts partiality, . idjuſtice, and op- 
preſſion, then he bimfelf is an aggreffor, and 
becomes chargeable with ſowing the ſeeds of dif. 
content. 

Again, the revenues and reſources of a community 
10 a common ſtock, in which each of its members 
have a leſfer or greater intereſt, If therefore the 
ſte ward, to whoſe care is entruſted the directing of 
this general fund to the ends for which it was pro- 
vided, inſtead of laying it out wiſely, and carefully, 
for the intereſt and advantage of its original pro- 
prietors, ſhould ſquander it away in a thovghtlefs 
and prodigal manner, it becomes an almoſt inevi- 
table ſource of diſſatisfaction and murmuring through 
all that ſociety whoſe intereſt is thus wantonly ſacris 
ficed. | 

Once more, when all the inhabitants of à country 
manifeſt a concern for the general intereſt, and re- 
ſpect and obey thoſe laws whick ate eſſential to the 
well-being of the whole ſociety, they have an equal 
claim to the protection and good will of the ruling 
powers; and of courſe all diſqualifying and penal 
ſtatutes on the ſcore of religious opinions, are not 

3 E a. - only 
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only impolitic and unjuſt, as they make an invidious 
diſtinction between chijdren of the ſame family, but 
they have in them the properties of perſecution for 
conſcience ſake; and through the natural texture of 
the human mind, become. the ſource of ſtrife and 
diſcontent. All thoſe therefore who rule in the ſtate, 
ſhould become .peace-makers, by 'a wife, moderate, 
ceconomical, and impartial adminiſtration of the 
powers with which they are entruſted. It is a duty 
they owe both to God and their country, and is a 
means of promoting peace on earth. 


It is the duty of all deſcriptions of men to ſtrive 


together for this deſirable end by ſacrificing their 
Jealouſies and animoſities. It is plain, by what has 
already been advanced, that it is the call of religion; 


it recommends itſelf to a people upon the principle 
| of ſelf-intereſt ; for war, and: eſpecially a civil war, 


carries its own Primo with it to all that comes 


under its laſh ;' while peace extends its beneficial in- 


fluence in every direction poſſible, and wonderfully 


| increaſes the ſum of public and private happineſs. 


It is the call of humanity. War, foreign or do- 
meſtic, draws ſo many evils after it, that it ſhould 
never be reſorted to but in the laſt extremity. What 
are the calamities of war? Towns and villages re- 


_ duced to aſhes, and the diſtreſſed inhabitants con- 


ſtrained to fly in every direction. The fruitful and 
highly cultivated vale, with all its rich and variegated 
productions, ravaged and trodden down in the moſt 
wanton manner, and thereby changed into a deſo- 
late and barren wilderneſs. The plain, where the 

a horrid 
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horrid conflict took place, is beſpread with the bodies 
of the wounded, the dying, and the dead, all lying 
in one awful confuſion, while widows and orphans 
are increaſed beyond all calculation, I doubt not 
but your compaſſionate minds ſicken at the awful 
recital, and breathe forth ardent deſires for the com. 
ing of that day, when-the nations of the earth-ſhall 
learn war no more. 

Before 1 leave this part of the ſubject, I ſhall par- 
ticularly enjoin it upon you to aim at promoting the 
peace of your country by your words, temper, and 
actions, that you may in the fulleſt manner contra- 
dict the ſlanders which have been caſt upon them who 
diſſent from our national church: The Diſſenters have 
repeatedly been libelled as enemies to peace and 
good order, and no ſmall exertions have been made 
to bring them under an odium, and to excite againſt 
them a general indignation. This has not been done 
by a few illiterate men merely ; for theſe, ignorance 
would have ſerved as an apology : But it has been 
done by men, whoſe knowledge vn all other ſubjects 
reproaches them for their want of information on 
this, and the nature of.whoſe office ſhould have pre- 
vented their dealing in lander and calumny, or in- 
dulging themſelves in revenge and malice*®. To 


. * Whoever has ſeen many of the ſermons of the higher orden; 
of the clergy, preached on the two preceding faſt-days, has ſeen 
the bitter invectives which have been thrown out againſt Diſſent- 
ers indiſcriminately, The natural tendency of theſe ſermons has 


been, not that of healing diviſions, but to increaſe contentions and 
ill will. | 


charge 
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charge the Piſſenters with diſloyalty and a diſpoſi- 
tion to ſtir up confuſion in the. ſtate, is in the moſt 
barefaced manner to ſcandalize a body of men, who, 
together with their anceſtors, from the firſt moment 
of their final ſeparation from the church, have, as a 
body, manifeſted a peaceable and orderly diſpoſi- 
tion, and have proved themſelves as firm friends to 
the government.and conſtitution under which they 
have lived, as any ſubjects in the kingdom *. 

J have no doubt, therefore, but you will ſtudy to 
promote peace and good order in ſociety, and there- 
by lend your aſſiſtance practically to contradict the 
ſlander of thoſe, who earneſtly ſeek occaſions of re- 
proach againſt a numerous, well- meaning, and or- 
derly part of the community. 

Thoſe, who diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed 8 
have a grand example of quiet ſubmiſſion to the 
civil powers, and patient ſuffering even under the 
moſt diſtreſſing circumſtances, in thoſe excellent 
men who were ejected from their livings by the Act 
of Uniformity, 1662 . They, in like manner as 

the 


* The only inſtance in which they have ſhewn a diſpoſition to 
veſiftance was, when they aſſiſted the leading members of the 
eſtabliſhed church to overturn the arbitrary government of James 
IL. and to introduce what we have been uſed to ſtyle the glorious 
Revolution. But the ideas formed of that event, and the principles 
on which it took place, are ſo different to what they were formerly, 
that there is room to exclaim, How is the gold become dim, how i is 


the maſt fine gold changed ! Lam. iv. 1. 
+ The two e ejected miniſters have its been the ſub- 


ject of 3 to them who have not fairly appreciated their 
principle: 


1 


the ſaints of old, had trial of cruel mockings and 
ſeourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and impriſonments 
they wandered about, being deſtitute, afflicted, torment- 
ed; of whom the world was not worthy; they wan. 
dered in deſerts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth *. 

And how did they conduct 0 under all 
theſe complicated ſufferings ? They prayed for the 
government which perſecuted them ; they preached 
patience and reſignation to their hearers, who were 
their companions in tribulation. The greateſt crime 
that could be attributed to them as a body, was, 
that they exerciſed the unalienable rights of con- 
ſcience, in rejecting a religion preſcribed for them, 
by an authority to which no man is amenable, either 
for his faith or worſhip, and continued to worſhip 
God by ftealth, not unfrequently in ſome dreary 

wood at the hour of midnight. But fo odious are 
the Puritans of the laſt, and the Diffenters of the 
preſent century, to the jaundiced eyes of ſome men, 
that nothing is too bad to be either ſaid or wrote 


againſt them. Be ye, therefore, wiſe as ſerpents, and 


principles and conduct, And though the greater part of them 
were learned, pious, diſintereſted men, Thirtieth of January ſer- 
mons, and other publications of the fame ſtamp, have branded 
them as ignorant, immoral, and mercenary hypocrites. This, 
however, is far from being the opinion of all churchmen : Theſe 
worthy men have obtained a verdi& in their favour, from Locke, 
| Hervey, Toplady, and many other excellent men of the eftabliſh- - - 
ment, who have paſſed high, but juſt and impartial eulogiums 
upon them. 
Heb. xi. 36. 38, 


barm- 
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harmleſs at doves *, Your enemies watch for your 
haltings ; ſome of them would even rejoice to find 
Diſſenters thoſe diſaffected perſons which their own 
imagination and prejudice have ſo falſely repreſented 
them to be, and would ſhout ** Aha ! aha! ſo would 
we have it!” Let us ſtrive to live down theſe lan, 
ders: Let theſe words, ** Peace on Earth, » be our 

motto ; and let us ſtrive to e it in every 
direction. 
But, to conclude this branch of the ſubject, If 
it be the duty of individuals, and conſequently of 
nations, profeſſing the Chriſtian religion, to pro- 
mote peace on earth, from whence have arifen thoſe 
frequent and deſtructive wars, which have ſo often 
afflicled (not barbarous and ſavage nations only, but) 
the nations of Chriſtendom nations, to promote 
whoſe happineſs, ſcience and revelation ' have long 
ſince lent their mutual aid. One ſhort {cripture will 
ſolve. the difficulty: From whence come wars and 
fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 
tuſts, which war in your members F ? Chriſtianity is 
too often profeſſed, where it is neither. known, felt, 
nor practiſed, Men call themſelves Chriſtians, while 
they remain the ſubjects of every infernal paſſion, 
Pride, ambition, and love of pre-eminence, are 
prominent features in the human character. Even 
the diſciples were ſtrongly tinctured with theſe diſ- 
poſitions: For by the way, they had diſputed among 
een who ſhould be the greateſt t. Here we be- 


3 Matt. x. 16, James, iv. 11 4 Mark, ix. 34 
hold 
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hold the very principle from whence moſt of the 
wars which have ravaged the world take their riſe. 
If half the exertions which Princes and Stateſmen 
have made to obtain merely a nominal pre- emi- 
nence, had been directed to extend commerce, im- 
prove agriculture, and inſtruct the lower orders of 
mankind in ſocial and religious duties, the nations 
in whoſe names they have acted would not only have 
enjoyed that invaluable bleſfing peace, but they 
would all have been infinitely ſuperior: to what they 
now are. Inſtead of which, they have been actuated 
by a narrow, ſelfiſh policy, and a ſecret and ſullen 
zealouſy, which has ultimately led to the expendi- 
ture of immenſe treaſures, and the ſhedding of tor- 
rents of blood“; in return for which, few of them 
have obtained any thing more than a fame for naval 
- and military exploits, which is oaly as chaff to the 
wheat, when compared with the bleſſings of peace, 
and the adyantages which .invariably follow in its 
train. Theſe fruitleſs, and wicked conflicts have 
ſometimes been attributed to one cauſe, and ſome- 
times to another: Each of the contending parties 
have laid the blame- upon the other, and charged 
them with ſome real or imaginary aggreſſion. One 
fact is plain: All the nations denominated Chriſ- 
tian, have too much forgotten the nature and obli- 
gations of Chriſtianity, and diſhonoured God by an 


It is computed, that in the laſt thirty- four years, war has 
coſt this little iſland five hundred thouſand lives, and two hundred 
millious. of money.! What then muſt be the average of all Europe, 
for the ſame ſpace of time ? | 3 
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appeal to him for the juſtice of a emaſe, in the 


proſecution of which they have violated both the 
ſpirit and the letter of that religion of which he is 
the author. | 

III. Another branch of the $00 arias from 
the nature of the Goſpel diſpenſation is, a conſtant 


and univerſal expreſſion of good will towards men: | 


For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God, whom he hath not ſeen * uin: 
1. The primary and ditect line in which this 


ar: runs is, efpectally unto them who are of the howſe«. 


bold of faith 7. The ſaints. are members of the 
fame body, and conſtituent branches of that family, 
of which God is the kind and indulgent father, 
The near relation which Chriſtians , ſtand in to cach 
other, and their mutual obligations, are beautifully 
deſcribed by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xii. 20, 21- But 
now are they many members, yet but one body. Theeye 


cannot ſay ta the hand, I have ns need of thee ; nor 


again the head to the feet, I baue no need of thee. The 
good co which Chriſtians owe to each other is ſet 


forth by our Lord, in the commendation which he 


intimates would be pronounced: upor his diſciples 


in the laſt day: I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
meat; I vas thirſty, and ye gave me drink; I was e 


ranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clotived me z 
T was fick, and ye viſited me; 1 was in priſon, and ye 


came unto me. Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one of 


the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me 1. 


„ 1 Joke, i iv. 20. + Gal. vi. 10. 1 Mat. a5: 353 30-40. 3 
2. Ie 


( 
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2. It is ſometimes enjoined upon Chriſtians, upon 
a more broad and extenſive ſeale: Do good unto all 
nen n | 
This injunRtion is illuſtrated and confirmed by 
the parable | of the good Samaritan, which our 
Lord delivered as an anſwer to the lawyer's queſtion, 
Mho is my neighbour ® This grand leſſon of in- 
ſtruction ſeems to imply, that the Prigſ and the 
Levite were not only under the influence of an inhu- 
man indifference to the wounded man, but alſo that 
they were actuated by religious prejudices, eſteem · 
ing him, perhaps, a ſchiſmat ic or an heretic, and 
therefore unworthy of their charity. The good 
Samaritan, regardleſs of any ſuch narrow-minded 
conſiderations, eſteemed miſery the proper object of 
mercy, and wretched helpleſſneſs the ſuitable object 
of beneficence, and therefore ſhewed his good will 
towards him; for, ben he ſaw him, he had compaſ- 
fron on him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and ſet him on bis own beaſt, 
and brought him to an inn, and took care of him f. If 
we only exerciſe pity towards the wretched of our 
own party, or to thoſe of our own language, habits, 
and opinions, may it not be faid to us, F ye love them 
| rwhich love you, what reward have ye? do not even 
be publicans the fame? And if ye ſalute your bre 
thren only, what do ye more than others ? Do not 
von the publicans ſo ? 


Gal. vi. 10. + Luke, x. 33, 34 1 Matt. v. 46, 47. 


F * 1 there- | 


188: x 
I therefore proceed to remind ee 
3. That Chriſtianity includes a more noble and 
exalted principle than either of the two I have al- 
ready mentioned: It teaches to forgive and forget 
injuries; to. forego all enmity and; ill-will againſt 
our enemies; but rather to give them every mark 
of our good will. Thus ſpeaks the Founder of the 
Chriſtian religion: Love © your enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which" deſpitefully uſe you and perſe- 
cute jou. If therefore it be unlawful for one in- 
dividual to revenge himſelf upon another, it muſt _ 
be equally contrary. to the ſpirit of religion for 
nations to act towards each other upon principles of 
revenge. And if to ſtarve and murder. only one 
fellow- creature, be a direct violation of all the 
principles of religion, ſurely to ſtarve or murder 
thouſands, in a ſpirit of revenge, muſt neceſſarily 
be a crime of a much blacker complexion. © * 
But how ſhall we expreſs our goed will towards 
nen? particularly towards ſuch as are not of the 
| houſehold of faith. 1. By promoting, as much as 
in us lies, their temporal intereſt, * The ſcripture 
particularizes the branches of this duty; F 7hine 
| enemy hunger, feed bim; if be thirſt, give him drink ; 
| For in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
1 Be not overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good f. 
] 


2. We may ſhew our good will towards men by exer- 
ciſing pity to their ſouls, and uſing the means of 


Matt. v. 44. + Rom, xii. 20, 21. 


leadin 
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leading them into the way of righteouſneſs and 


eruth “. 

IL Vill en 1 whole of what reſpects the a | 
of ſhewing good will towards men, by ſaying, that if 
the-deſcription Þ have given of Chriſtianity be ſcrip- 
tural, then it follows, that moſt, yea all the nations 
who profeſs this religion, have violated its principles 
in the moſt awful manner, and are ſtill going on to 
do ſo; which indeed, next to an humble confeſſion 
of our own ſins, becomes the proper ſubje& of this 
day's ſorrow and lamentation. Thoſe who foment, 


The great apoſtle of the Gentiles conſtantly aimed at glori- - 
fying God, and ſhewing his, good will to.men in this way ; and 
the fight of men wholly given up to ignorance and idolatry, ſcarce 
ever failed to excite in his breaſt the moſt lively emotions of Chriſ- 
tian pity, Acts, xvii. 16. Like his Maſter, he went about doing good. 
He was ſtimulated by an ardent diſintereſted zeal, worthy of being 
imitated by all, who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his glorious 
. goſpel. When it is remembered that near one half of the human 
race are yet in groſs darkneſs, it reflects diſgrace upon the Chriſ- 
tian world, that ſo few exertions have yet been made, to extend 
to them the knowledge of God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and 
beſpeaks an inſenſibility to the immenſe value of immortal ſouls. 
The ſubje& has however at laſt awakened a more general atten- 
tion. One new ſociety for miſſions ta the Eaſt Indies has been 
formed among the Baptiſts, and promiſes ſucceſs, Another ſociety 
is now forming upon a large and liberal ſcale ; its promoters con- 
ſiſt principally of Churchmen, Preſbyterians, Independents, and 
Methodiſts. A heterogeneous maſs indeed ! methinks I hear ſome 
preciſe and over-prudential\_ Chriſtian murmur.) The firſt meeting 
of the promoters of this deſigu was held on the ever memorable 
fifth of November 1794, and-a general meeting of ſuch as wiſh to 
promote the deſign will be held in a ſhort time. 


and 


-_ NY _ = FIC = k © a - = r B 1 = . =_ _ 
* TSS * - _ \ -, by a l "TY" i. 8 
L pt 8 * A . D 4x — * w TE Oe , — — W r 

- 4 1 . 3 — "4 * * r * N 


K * 1 


and thoſe who are the means of continuing the hors 
rors and cruelties of war, muſt neceſſarily be ener 
mies to the ſpirit of Chriftianity, and to them God 


may juſtly addreſs the language which he fpoke to 


his ancient people the Jews; I ben ye ſpread forth 
your bands I wilt bid: mine eyes from you ; yea, when 
yo make many prayers I will not hear ; your hands art 
Full of Blood. Could I extend my voice to all 
princes, ſtateſmen, and people profeſſing the Chriſ- 
tian religion throughout the world, I would remind 
them, that, that religion confiſts in /aying afide all 
maiice, and all guile, and hypocrifies, and envies, and 
all evil ſpeakings' +, I would call upon them to ſhew 
good will towards men, by reminding them of that 
beautiful deſcription of the character, and happy 
tendency of the Chriſtian religion, given by the 
apoſtle, under the idea of charity, without which 
our profeſſion muſt be vain: Charity /uffereth long, 
and is kind; charity envieth not, charity vaunteth not 
itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, 
ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no 
evil, rejoiceth not in-iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, 
beareth all things, believeth-all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things, Charity never faileth t. 

. Thirdly : Having attended to the nature of Chriſ- 
tianity, and detailed {ome of the duties, which its 
profeſſors awe to God, and their fellow- creatures 
(all which have been almoſt totally forgotten by the 
contending nations of Europe), I ſhall laſtly direct 


If.. i. 15. f 1 Pet. f. 1. 1 Cor. xii. 4. 8. 
your 


I 8 J 
your thoughts to that bliſsful period, when theſe 
exalted virtues ſhall' be univerſally practiſed, and our 
world, which has hitherto been a field of blood, 
thereby be changed into a paradiſe. 

Hope is ont of the moſt powerful ſprings of hu- 
man action, and aſſiſts the minds of men, to per- 
form great and arduous undertakings, and to bear 
great fatigues and difficulties, in proſpect of ſome 
future good. It acts ſomewhat ſimilar in religion; 
the Chriſtian is not only ſurrounded with trials and 
difficulties of a perſonal nature, which fatigue and 
haraſs the . mind, and under which he often finds 
relief by anticipating that future glory, where ſick- 
neſs, and ſorrow, and death are no more: But ia- 
fluenced by the ſpirit of his religion, which enlarges 
and refines the feeling of humanity, he commiſerates 
the wretchedneſs of the world at large, which has 
been, and continues Mill to be, agitated and deſo - 
lated by thoſe unchriſtian and barbarous conflicts 
which ariſe from ambition and intereſt, Add to 
which, the melancholy reflection, that a great part of 
the world is at this day devoted to ignorance and 
ſin, and the true God neither known, feared, nor 
worſhipped. Let theſe conſiderations, my brethren, 
lead us to pray with the Pfalmit, Have reſpeb to the 
covenant, for the dark places of the earth are full of 
the babitations of crueliy . If the ſacred writer fel 
ſome horror at the brutal and ſavage "temper of the 
countries which were enveloped in midnight dark» 


1 Pal, Ixxiv. 20. 
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neſs, what would he have thought, how would be 


have felt and expreſſed himſelf if he had lived in 
modern times; to have ſeen nations illuminated by 
ſcience, and profeſſing faith in, and obedience to the 


moſt wiſe and benevolent ſyſtem of religion ever re- 


vealed to the world; and yet, under all thoſe ad- 


vantages, to have ſeen all theſe nations deviſing the / 
moſt effectual and expeditious methods of deſtroying 


each other, and exerciſing the moſt revengeful tem- 
per in the proſecution of their deſigns? And yet 
while they thus act in direct violation of all the dic- 


tates of revealed religion, each of them appealing 


to God for the juſtice of their caufe, they are under 
the - moſt ſpecious pretexts concealing the darkeſt - 
and moſt abominable deſigns, even deſigns of am- 


bition, conqueſt, and plunder, Let us then turn 


from ſcenes ſo diſguſting, to the more pleaſing pro- 


ſpects which the ſacred volume opens to the view of 


believers. That God will make himſelf more glo- 
rious in the eyes of the world than has hitherto been 


done, is clearly affirmed in ſcripture | prophecies. 


God is very jealous of the glory of his name®, and 
in the moſt ſolemn manner affirms that he will ſanc- 


tity itf, It will be generally and univerſally done 


when the kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be ſer up in all 


E the ends of the earth; then will the nations be ſuicy 
' ably addreſſed in this delightful language, Ariſe, 


fine; for thy light is come, and the glory of © the 


Lord is riſen upon thee}. Yea, They ſhall ſee the 


Dent. zxxii. 26, 27, + Ezek. xxxvi. 23. I Isa. Ix. 1. 
| 2 glory 
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gory. of .the Lord, and the excellency. of our Gad. 
'The apoſtle John faretels the fame great event, 
Rev. xy. 4. When God has thus made all human 
events ſubſerve the maviſeſtarion * his own glory, 
then 
' Peace on ** ſhall he abroad its bedimpend | 
refreſhivg influence in its full extent, accompliſhing 
ſuch prophecies as theſe : In bis days ſhall the righte- 
teous flouriſh, and abundance. of peace fo long as the 
.maon endurethf, And the work of righteonſneſt. 
Hall be peace; and the effect of righteouſneſs quiet- 
neſs and affurance for ever ; and my people fall dwell 
in a praceable babitation, and in fore 2 and 
in quiet reſting place: 1. 7 
| When the Lord ſhall thus have glorified himſelf 
in the earth, and extended the peaceful influence of 
his goſpel to the utrermoſt parts of the habitable 
world, then allo ſhall be accompliſhed thoſe prophe- 
cies which point out the total ceſſation of all thoſe 
diabolical paſſiens which have fo univerſally inter- 
rupted the abounding of hrmony and good will 
among the children of men. This is defcribed'in a 
very forcible manner in the beautiful and highly 
figurative language of the prophet: The wolf glfo 
fall deuel! with the lamb, and the leopard jhall lie down 
wilh the kid; and the calf and the young lion, and the 
Falling together, and a little child ſhall lead them. And the 
cow aud the bear ſb l feed, their young ones all liedown 
together, and the lion ſhall eat frau like the ox: And the 
fucking child ſhall play en the hole of the ap, and the 


Min 3. 1 Pſal. lxxii. G. IIa. xxxii. 17, 18. 
| G 3 weaned 
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weaned child foall put bis band on the cockatrice den. 
' They ſhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my boly mountain. 
Let us frequently and attentively ſtudy the prophecies 
which relate to the latter day glory, for the haſten- 
ing of which we are taught to pray in that ſhort but 
comprehenſive petition, Thy kingdom come f. Chriſ- 
tians ſhould anticipate this glorious period of mercy 
and grace to Zion with abounding joy. Abraham, by 
the power of a ſtrong faith, ſaw the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and rejoiced in it 1. Faith hath the ſame pro- 
perties now; it is at all times he ſub/tance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not ſcen d. Surely you 
will triumph in the expectation of that bliſsful pe- 
riod, when I briefly enumerate to you the bleſſings 
which are connected with that day, when the goſpel 
ſnall have filled the earth with the glory of the Lord, 
and peace and good will among men. 

When this happy and glorious ſtate of the church, 
ſo long and ſo fully foretold in the ſcriptures, ſhall 
arrive, then the Sun of righteouſneſs will diffuſe his 
illuminating rays in every direction, no one corner 
of the world ſhall remain in darkneſs or the ſhadow 
of death, for the earth ſhall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
ſea IJ; then there will be an abundant outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit ||, which will no doubt produce an 
abundant increaſe of thoſe heavenly bleſſings deno- 
minated he fruit of the Spirit, and thus enumerated 


Ia. xi. 69g, + Matt. vi. 10. t John, viii. 56. 
$ Heb. zi. 1. © Fab. ii. 14 | Ifa. xxxii. 15. 
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g by the apoſtle, Love, jey, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 


neſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance *: Then 
atheiſm, infidelity, and irreligion of every deſcrip- 
tion, ſhall hide themſelves, and the Lord will come 
and rain righteouſneſs f. Yes, then will jadement 
run down as waters, and righteouſneſs as 'a mighty 
fiream 1. The extent and univerſality of this bleſſ- 
ing is ſet forth in a very ſtrong expreſſion of 'the 
prophet : In that day ſhall there be upon the bells of 
the borſes, HOLINESS TO THE LORDS. Then 
alſo God's ancient people the Jews ſhall be delivered 
from the blindneſs, unbelief, and hardneſs of heart 
under which they have been ſo long ſhut up. This 


great event is not only propheſied of in the Old 


Teſtament, but there are frequent alluſions to it in 
the New Teſtament: alſo, They may however all 
be reſolved into two leading points: Firſt, that God 
hath not utterly caſt them off: Secondly, that 
their blindneſs will continue. until the fulneſs of ' the 
Gentiles be come in, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, as 
it is written: There ſhall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob. Curi- 
olity may prompt ſome of you to aſk the very 
queſtion which the diſciples did, Jhen ſhall 'theſe 
things be? And what en will there be when thiſe 
things ſhall come to paſs FF? Such enquiries are not 
perhaps improperly anſwered. by the words of our 


* Gal. v. 22, 23. + Hoſea, x. 12. t Amos, * 24. 
$ Zech. xiv. 20. Rom. xi. 1, ** Rom. xi. 25, 26. 


41 Luke, xxXi. 7. 
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J 
Lord in another place; It is not for you to Enbto the 
Times or the ſeaſons, which the Father buth put in bis 
own power *, After all the calculations which have 
been made upon the exact period when theſe pro- 
phecies ſhall be fulfilled (ſome of which have al- 


ready proved erroneous, though formed by men of 


Much piety and learning), it is not imptobable 
but they will rife to our view from amidſt the dark. 


*neſs and confuſion of the preſent ſtate, as the ſun 


emerging in its full ſplendour from behind a cloud 
which had for a ſeaſon veiled its glory. The nature 
of the bleflings which will attend tlie latter day 
glory, and the preſent calamitous ſtate of the world, 
which we ought this day deeply to deplore, ſhould 
induce us to anticipate it with great pleaſure: Yea, 
let all hearts and all tongues unite this day in ſup- 


: 'plicating for peace on earth, and good will among 


men. How long, how long, O Bord ? Come, Lord 


Jeſus! come N [ 


Lg 


CONCLU 5 I 0 N. 
Firſt; That the nation at large has 1 reaſon 


to be affected by its ſituation, and to be humbled 
under the mighty hand of God, is almoſt univer- 
ſally acknowledged, We are a ſinful nation, a peo- 


ple laden with iniquity, @ ſeed of evil doers, children 
that are corrupters . The reſtraints of religion and 


morality are caſt off with diſdain, and the things 
themſelves eſtimated as ſuitable enough to the 


* Ads, i, 7, + IIa. i. 4, 


lower 
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L 29 ] 
lower orders of ſöciety, but hardly worth the no» 
tice of the faſhionable world. Every effort is made 
to corrupt the minds of the riſing generation with 
the feeptical prisciples of the age. Books of phi - 
loſophy, hiſtory, and politics, together with almoſt 


every other fpecies of reading, by which youth have 


generally been amuſed and inſt ructed, are now made 
ſubſervient to the purpofe of inſtilling into them the 
baneful poiſon of infidelity: And while the enemy 
is thus ſowing tares, thoſe who ſhould be mbit 
jealous for, and ſtand foremoſt to promote the in- 
tereſts of religion, ate ſlumbering ein indolence and 
indifference . It is therefore the duty of every 
faithful-miniſter- to vive the goſpel trumpet a cer- 
tain found—to cry uloud, and ſpare not. © 

Secondly: Let us remember "that the mere pro. 
feſſions df conttition, and the trunſient devotioms 
which attach themſelves to ſuch ſervices as theſe, 
are neither profitable to us nor acceptable to God, 
without they are connected with unfeigned repent- 
'ance, and a renunciation of our evil ways. The 
charge given to us to-day is that of the chapter 
which J read to you in the beginning of rhis ſerviee: 
Muſb you, malte you clean, put awiy the evil of your do- 


*ings from before mine eyes ; ceuſe to do evil, learn to do 
coe, ſopk judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the 


fatherleſs, plead for the widoto f. Without this God 
will ſay to us as ro Ifrael, To 'what purpoſe is the mul- 
-titude'of your ſutrifices unto me? ſaith the Lord. When 


* Matt. $1. 25, FT Ila. i. 16, 17, 
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ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your 
hand, to tread my courts ? Bring no more vain oblations ; 
incenſe is an abomination to me; the calling of aſſemblies, 
I cannot away with; it is fin, even your ſolemn meeting *, 
I cannot help expreſſing my fears, whether it may 
not be ſaid of us as a people collectively, what was 
ſaid of Iſrael, When he flew them, then they ſought him, 
and they returned and enquired early after God. And 
they remembered that God was their rock, and the high 
God their Redeemer. Nevertheleſs they did flatter him 
with their mouth, and lied unto him with their tongues. 

For their heart was: not right with him, neither were 
they ſtedfaſt in his covenant +. 

Thirdly: In all times of public calamity, as add 
as in all perſonal troubles, it is the duty of Chriſ- 
tians to be much in prayer. Though Samuel was 
much grie ved for the fin and folly of his people, yet 
he ſaid, Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I ſhould fin 
againſt the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you JT. Our folly 


and (in have involved us in great ſtraights and diffi- 


culties. Happy will it be for us if God is hedging up 
our way in mercy. It ſhould not be ſo much the 


concern of Chriſtians to pray only for temporal 


peace and proſperity, but rather that God would 
ſanctify the viſitations of his hand to our real good : 

that he would give us a ſpirit of wiſdom and of un- 
derſtanding, deliver us from that corruption of prin- 
ciple, and that depravity of manners, which has of 


late increaſed upon us like an overwhelming torrent. 


„IIa. i. 11, 12, 13. + Plal- lxxvii, 34—37. f 1 Sam. xii. 23. 
That 
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That was a wiſe but awful injunction which Samuel 
gave to the children of Iſrael, Only fear the Lord and 


ſerve him in truth with all your heart; for conſider how 


great things he hath done for you. But if ye ſhall flill 
do wickedly ye ſhall be deſtroyed, both ye and your king *. 

Fourthly : All thoſe who believe and enter into the 
ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion, have a pleaſing 
ſource of reflection opened to them in the ſcripture 
doctrine of a ſuperintending pròvidence, which 
over-rules all human affairs. Ves, there is a God, 
whoſe all-ſearching eye ſurveys and ponders the ſe- 
cret and half-formed purpoſes of the minds of all 
who are the moſt conſpicuous actors upon the ſtage 
of life; they may determine to follow their own 
inclinations and paſſions, and think it eaſy to carry 
their deſigns into execution, but they can effect 
nothing againſt the counſels of the Moſt High. The 
ſtrong and wide-ſpreading ſtorm which now agitates 
the kingdoms of the world, or, as it is in prophetic 


language, the ſhaking of be heavens, and the earth, 


and the ſea, and the dry land t, IJ have no doubt in 
my own mind are deſigned of God to accompliſh his 
own purpoſes, fulfil ſcripture prophecies, and finally 
promote the glory of his own name, and the intereſt 
of his church. While therefore the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth, and worketh all things according 
to the counſel of his own will, Chriſtians have no 
ground to fear the gathering cloud; it portends no 
real injury to them; God is for them, and nothing 


* 1 Sam. Xii. 24, 25. 1 Haggai, ii. 6. 
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can finally be againſt or harm them. Truſt ye there- 
fore in the Lord Fehovah®* ; enquire the path of duty, 
make the will and glory of God your bigheſt- end, 
and then you may leave all the reſt to that God who 
numbers the hairs of your head, and ſuffereth not 
one to fall to the ground without his notice, and who 
has declared in his word, that he will keep him in 
perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtaid upon him . 
Laſtly: Having mentioned the path of duty, IThall 
conclude with pointing it out to you. It is as ſet 
forth in two intereſting paſſages of ſcriptute, and in 
the practice and experience of them we may ſmite 
at every trouble and every danger, and face them 
not only with calm ſerenity of mind, but with joy 
and triumph. The firſt is addreſſed to God's 
= ancient people: Come, my people, enter thou into thy - 
3 chambers, and ſhut thy doors about thee, hide thyſelf as 
= it were for a little moment, until the indignation be over- ( 
| pat. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place ts 
| puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity ; 
| the earth alſo ſhall diſcloſe her blaod, and no more cover 
ber flain . Surely God has come out of his place in 
theſe laſt days, and the devouring ſword, which 
has lately gorged its thouſands at a meal, is the 
ſward of the Lora $ drawn againſt the nations as a 
common puniſhment for their ſin. Have we then 
followed the prophet's direction? are we hid from the 
impetuous ſtorm? have we adopted the wiſe and 


*Iſa. xxvi. Py 17 Iſa. xvi. 3. 1 Ifa. xxvi. 19, 20. 
& Jer. xlvu. 6. „ 
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pious determination of the Pſalmiſt : Ir the fad 
of thy wings will I make my refuge, until theſe calamitias 
be overpaſt*. The propriety and importance of this 
part of duty is again beautifully exemplified in that 
frame of mind under which a prophet of the Lord 
thus expreſſed himſelf : When I heard, my belly trems 
bled, my lips quivered at the voice, rottenneſs entered into 
my bones, and I trembled in myſelf, that I might reſt in 
the day of trouble; when he cometh up to the people, he 
will invade them with his troops. Although the fig-tree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the 
labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield na 
meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 
ſhall be no herd in the tall: Tet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
and I will joy in the God of my ſalvation. The Lord 
God is my ftrengthfF. Happy they who are enabled 
to exerciſe this faith, and who realize theſe feelings 
either in the proſpect, or under the actual experience 
of public or private calamities. Finally, my brethren, 
I commend it to you as your privilege and duty, ta 
exerciſe towards God a holy fear and an unbounded 
confidence ; towards the civil powers, that meaſure 
of reſpect and obedience which the New Teſtament 
enjoins ; towards your brethren in the faith and goſ- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, abound in affection, 
kindneſs, humility, and long- ſuffering; and towards 
all men manifeſt a patient, peaceable, and forgiving 
temper. To encourage and ſtrengthen your minds in 
the exerciſe of theſe diſpoſitions, fix the eyes of your 


* Pſal, Ivii, 1. + Hab. iii. 16—18. 
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mind upon the promiſes of the latter day glory, 
believe them ſtedfaſtly, deſire them earneſtly, rumi- 
nate in your ſouls upon the happy period when earth 
ſhall again become a paradiſe; mercy and truth ſhall 
again meet together, and righteouſneſs and peace 
ſhall kiſs each other“; and all tongues, all hearts, 
ſhall unite in this grand chorus, Glory to God in the 
higheſt, on earth peace, and good will towards men. 


#* Pal, Ixxxv. 10 
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